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‘Study leave for PhD will no e

counted as teaching experience’

NEW e:%.m; éﬁg-mce
univi or college teacher
PhD without taking any leave
ments in order to get the time
spent on the research
degree counted as teaching
experience both for the pur-
pose of promotion or appoint-
ment. z

mission (UGC) has brought in
thisnew provision inits revised
regulations on minimum qual-
ifications for appointment of
teachers and other academic
staffin universities and colleg-
es and other measures for the
maintenance of standards in
higher education.

The introduction of this
new provision, however,
drew objections from promi-
nent university and teachers
bodies including All India
Federation of University and
College Teachers’ Organisa-

tions (AIFUCTO).Rajib Ray,

* the Federation of the Central

Universities’ Teachers Associ-
ation’s (FEDCUTA) president,
called the provision as “highly
retrograde,” demanding for its
“immediate” withdrawal from
the regulations notified in an
official gazette on July 18.

The AIFUCTO's secretary
Arun Kumar also disapproved
the introduction of this new
provision in the UGC regula-
tions, calling it as “unfair” to
the in-service faculty.

“The time taken by candi-
dates to acquire MPhil and/or
PhD degree shall not be con-
sidered as teaching/ research
experience to be claimed for
appointment to the teaching
positions,” stipulates the UGC
((Minimum Qualifications for
Appointment of Teachers and
other Academic Staff in Uni-
versities and Colleges and oth-
er Measures for the Mainte-
nance of Standards in Higher
Education) Regulations, 2018.

Further, the period of ac-

tive service spent on pursu-
ing research degree “simul-
taneously” with teaching
assignment without taking
“any kind of leave”, shall be
counted as teaching experi-
ence for the purpose of direct
recruitment/promotion, italso
clarifies.

This provision willadversely
affect, particularly those re-
cruited as assistant professors
intheuniversitiesand colleges
based on their scoresin the Na-
tional Eligibility Test (NET),
conducted under the aegis of
the UGC, or in the similar eli-
gibility tests conducted under
the jurisdiction of the State
governments, AIFUCTO sec-
retary said.

“UGC must withdraw this
provision fromitsregulations,”
headded.

As per the revised regula-
tions, a maximum 20% of the
total regular faculty strength
can be allowed to go on study
leave for pursuing PhD.

DH News Service
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